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timidity of character join superlative pride. ... In the
midst of all these failures, he attached himself to the
wife of a farmer-general once famous for her beauty. The
humiliations and restraints he endured in this position
contributed not a little to embitter his character."

Diderot also speaks of Eousseau as embittered, soured
by his early misfortunes. This professed believer in
happiness and goodness as conditions of the simple life
was a cynic and a misanthrope.

Eousseau again affirmed that in his intercourse with
Society people he was forced to use his own tone of
straightforward simplicity with them, because he in-
variably committed blunders, and became involuntarily
guilty of rudeness, if he attempted to employ "the
artificial complimentary tone of their own world.

Grimm said the opposite of this: Rousseau's simplicity
and brusqueness were affectations: and he was skilled
in the complimented art. It was only after he became
famous that, having " nothing natural about him/' he
assumed the r61e of a cynic.

" Up to this date," wrote the editor of the Corre-
spondence Litt&raire (June, 1762), "he had been full
of compliments, gallant and exquisite; his manners
were even too honeyed, and tiring by excessive politeness.
Then, suddenly, he put on the mantle of a cynic, and,
having nothing natural about him, he carried this, too,
to excess. But when dispensing his sarcasms he knew
how to make exceptions in favour of those amongst
whom he lived; and how to hide under a rough and
cynical tone a good deal of the old flattery, and art
of paying delicate compliments, especially in his
intercourse with women."

Again, the author of the Confessions aflirrned that
his talent as a writer entirely depended upon the
strength of his convictions, and the interest he took in
the subject dealt with. He had no eloquence of a
purely literary character at his command; but language
came to him as the fervent expression of the enthusiasm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